
 

    3703 FM 707, Anson, TX 79501 | W: (325) 370-0829 | F: (325) 823-3354 | spray_fam@hotmail.com 

 

November 11, 2010 

Barton Cromeens 

Editor, The Abilene Reporter News 

101 Cypress St. 

Abilene, TX 79601 

Dear Barton Cromeens: 

It is my pleasure to present to you the enclosed media kit on behalf of MTS Cattle Company in 

Anson, Texas. MTS Cattle Co. has provided service to the Big Country area for more than 60 

years by raising stocker cattle for quality beef consumption from a safe and trustworthy 

organization. 

Small, family-owned and operated farming operations make up approximately 80 percent of the 

2 million farms in the U.S. These farmers are responsible for their part in feeding the population 

of the world. Often, these farmers are overlooked for their vital part in our society. 

Included in this media kit are documents explaining what MTS Cattle Co. takes part in and 

documents on current events that affect your readers. These documents include: 

 News Release 

 Backgrounder 

 Biography 

 Fact Sheet 

 Opinion Editorial 

 Media Talking Points 

 Feature Story 

Please take a moment to look over the valuable information included in this media kit. The 

opinion editorial may particularly be of interest to your readers. If you need any additional 

information, please feel free to contact me. 

Best regards, 

 

Kaitlin Spraberry 

(325) 370-0479 

spray_fam@hotmail.com 
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Backgrounder 

 

MTS Cattle Company 

 

MTS Cattle Company originated in the early 1950s as a family-owned operation in Jones 

County near Anson, Texas. M.T. Spraberry started and ran the cattle operation on his own until 

his two sons were old enough to join him. His youngest son followed in his father’s footsteps and 

made his own career in the cattle industry. In 2005, the pair joined together to form MTS Cattle 

Company. In 2006, M.T. was awarded Agriculturalist of the Year by the Anson Chamber of 

Commerce. 

MTS Cattle Company runs around 1,500 head of cattle yearly on roughly 3,000 acres. 

The operation mainly consists of English cattle: Charolais crosses and red and black Angus. The 

company plants hay grazer, coastal grass and wheat annually for grazing purposes. 

Although the company itself is new, the establishment has had more than 60 years of 

success. It has established a trusted and respected reputation as one of the foremost cattle 

operations in the area. It continues to advance for the betterment of the organization and for the 

purpose of ensuring that beef consumers have the highest quality of beef possible. 
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Fact Sheet 

Location 

3,000 rented and owned acres in Jones County near Anson, Texas. 

Business Owners  

 Joel Spraberry 

o Work phone: (325) 370-0829 

o Home phone: (325) 823-3354 

o Home address: 3703 FM 707, Anson, Texas, 70501 

 

 M.T. Spraberry 

o Work phone: (325) 721-6327 

o Home phone: (325) 823-33904 

o Home address: 3056 County Road 389, Anson, Texas, 79501 

Both can be reached by email at spray_fam@hotmail.com 

Description of Operation 

 MTS Cattle Company runs approximately 1,500 head of cattle yearly on 3,000 acres. 

 Major breeds include Charolais crosses and Red and Black Angus cattle.  

 The majority of these cattle are steers on a stocking operation, while a small percent are 

of a cow/calf operation.  

 Wheat, hay grazer, and coastal grass are planted annually for grazing purposes. 

 MTS recently delved in to a grow yard project in response to the magnitude of the current 

drought. 
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Media Talking Points 

 

MTS Cattle Company 

 MTS Cattle Company is a family-based partnership in Anson, Texas. 

 M.T. originated the business in the late 1950s, but in 2005, he and his son, Joel, joined 

their operations to form MTS Cattle Company LLP. 

 It raises stocker cattle for beef production with the mission to provide a safe product from 

a trusted source for consumption by its purchasers. 

 Joel Spraberry is the primary operator, but some other notably people in the company are 

M.T. Spraberry, Burt Spraberry, Brady Burns, and Aaron Blankenship. 

 

Raising the Cattle 

 The major breeds raised at MTS Cattle Co. include Charolais crosses and Red and Black 

Angus. 

 Upon being purchased, each animal receives antibiotics to protect from common diseases 

and give them a quality life. 

 After a two-week time period of being monitored for healthcare purposes, the animals are 

put on a grazing diet of wheat or hay grazer until a desired weight is reached. 

 

Buying and Selling the Cattle 

 Most of the animals are brought around the Jones County area from sale barns in Abilene, 

Graham and Sweetwater, or from other local producers. 

 The cattle are sold to some of the same places they were bought, with the addition of 

feedlots in some cases. 

 

Contact 

 The best way to reach MTS Cattle Co. is by phone at (325) 370-0479 or (325) 823-3354, 

or by email at spray_fam@hotmail.com 
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News Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Oct. 21, 2011 

Contact: Kaitlin Spraberry, (325) 370-0479 
 

Cattle Business Finds Success in Face of Drought 

ANSON, TEXAS – After months of blistering heat and startling low amounts of rainfall, 

the drought has greatly affected agricultural business such as MTS Cattle Company, a family 

owned and operated cattle business in Anson, Texas. 

 MTS Cattle Company originated as a small farming operation established by M.T. 

Spraberry in the early 1950s. In 2005, M.T. and his son, Joel established MTS Cattle Company. 

Now Joel is the foremost operator of the business.  

 “It’s the worst I’ve ever seen,” Joel said about the drought. “The worst I’ve ever been 

through.” 

 The lack of rain in the area made it impossible to have cattle graze over the summer, Joel 

said. In May, with hundreds of cattle to feed and no water to maintain enough crops to feed them 

all, he turned to another option: a grow yard.  

“There’s a grow yard in Roscoe that I sent a load of calves to,” Joel said. “They worked 

pretty well, but I figured with the money I was spending, I could do it for myself.” 

-more- 
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 In addition to the lack of grazing crops, Joel has also seen side effects from the drought in 

ground water, including tank and well water. Furthermore, the lack of rain created dust problems, 

subjecting the cattle to more illnesses. Although the drought has created many problems, Joel 

MTS Cattle Company has not lost all hope. 

 “Through the drought, I’ve been able to buy more calves locally,” Joel said. “There are a 

lot of calves that have gone to the sale barn that generally aren’t sold until the beginning of the 

year.” 

 Joel said he is thankful that cattle prices have stayed steady and he looks forward 

hopefully having a good wheat crop this year.  

 MTS Cattle Company is in the Jones County area near Anson, Texas. It runs around 

1,200 head of cattle on roughly 3,000 acres of land. For more information, contact Joel Spraberry 

at (325) 370-049 or by email at spray_fam@hotmail.com.  

### 
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Feature Story 

Small Farms: The Past, Present and Future of Agriculture 

 

 Marion Thomas “M.T.” Spraberry has worked the land handed down to him by his father 

for his entire life. At 82-years-old, he now watches over his two sons, Joel and Burt, as they 

work the same land that will someday pass into their own hands. The land holds memories of 

sweat, tears, risks, and celebrations. These men have seen changes in technology, health care, 

and the growing population of the world. Their operation, MTS Cattle Company, may only be 

one of millions of small, family-owned farmers in the U.S., but their work is just as efficient and 

important as any other.  

 Just as M.T. passed on his knowledge of the cattle business to his sons, he learned the 

trade from his father, who was also the son of a farmer. As he sat in his chair in his living room 

after a morning of making the rounds, checking and feeding the cattle, M.T. recollected a 

memory from his childhood. 

 “My dad brought his first tractor, a little John Deere, two row thing, when I was a boy,” 

Spraberry said. “My granddad was at the house one day and dad finally convinced him to get on 

it.” 

 Spraberry shook his head as he stopped to laugh.  
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“Dad laughed about this for I don’t know how long,” he said. “They got down to the end 

of the field close to the fence and Granddad starts yelling ‘woah, woah, woah’, like he was 

leading horses. Dad pulled the break just before they hit the fence.” 

The U.S. agricultural industry has come a long way in a short amount of time. The 

industry now faces the challenge of using past lessons and present innovations to feed a growing 

population successfully and efficiently. 

Though the agricultural industry has seen many changes, what has not changed is the 

world’s dependence on small farms. In fact, the future of agriculture may depend on these small 

farms. The 2009 census showed a notable increase in the amount of small farms in the U.S. –

more than two million in all, a four percent increase from 2002. Eighty percent of the two 

million farms are family-based operations.  

Some contribute the growth in small farms to recent emphasis on the growth of organic 

products and antibiotic-free meat. Spraberry said he believes it is simply due to progress.  

“I’m thankful for the changes,” he said. “It was rough back then. Life is better for farmers 

now.” 

His son, Joel Spraberry, now the primary operator of MTS Cattle Company, said he is 

also thankful for some of the changes that have occurred in the beef industry over the last several 

years, specifically the use of antibiotics.  

“These animals deserve the same rights as people,” he said. “Just as we get shots to fight 

off disease, they deserve a better quality of life, too.” 
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Every load of cattle Joel buys goes through a routine process. They are given an 

antibiotic called Bovi-Shield to fight off one of the most common diseases, Bovine Respiratory 

Disease. Then they receive Liquamycin, a common treatment for diseases such as pneumonia, 

pinkeye, diphtheria, wound infections, and foot rot. Joel said he has seen great success through 

the products. 

Over the years, Joel has had to adjust his regular routine. Just as humans, when cattle are 

treated with specific antibiotics over a long period of time, they develop immunities to them. 

Another change Joel and other cattle owners have had to adapt to is the way they deliver the 

antibiotics.  

In the past, antibiotic injections were frequently given in the neck of the animal. Due to 

blemish sites in the meat after processing, the shots are now given subcutaneously to prevent 

such incidents form occurring, thereby making the use of antibiotics much more safe for 

consumers. 

Changes in agriculture are in affect on a national level as well. For example, the National 

Animal Identification System has been a controversial topic for farmers and government officials 

alike. Under the identification system, livestock moved interstate would be put under a tracking 

system where they must have official identification accompanied by a certificate of veterinary 

inspection, brand certificates, or owner-shipper statements. The system would encourage the use 

of identification through ear tags and software for such documentation. Although this system 

would be beneficial in record-keeping and the tracking of diseases, many say it is simply not 

feasible for small farms such as MTS Cattle Co.  
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“It’s near impossible for them to do,” Joel said. “It might be a good idea, but it’s not a 

practical idea because of the size of the ranches that are out here. You have lots and lots of calves 

born on thousands of acres that may just be gathered once a year.  

In addition to its impracticality, such documentation systems can get expensive. Joel said 

he believes the system would put more cost on the livestock producers, and some producers may 

not have the ability to cover such costs. 

The issue has currently not been put into action, but is still being debated at the 

congressional level. With the U.S.’s dependence on small farms that may not be able to shoulder 

the expense of NAIS, it is unlikely that such a system would be effective. For now, Joel said, it is 

important to educate consumers on the truths to common misconceptions where the meat 

industry is concerned. 

“We make our living off of the health of these animals,” Joel said. “When we have cattle 

that are sick and that die, it cuts into our profit. So that’s one thing that we will self-govern.” 

American farmers have a huge responsibility. As a country, the U.S. must accept that 

they not only have a weight to carry, but they care about their work and the people who benefit 

from it. Small, family-owned operations will most-likely continue to make a vital path in the 

agriculture industry, a path that they will not only advance, but benefit from themselves.  

“We’re not only producers, we’re consumers,” Spraberry said. “The best stewards of the 

land anywhere in the world are the farmers and ranchers.” 
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Opinion Editorial  

The Family Farmer: Promoting a Healthy Lifestyle 

Promoters of vegetarianism, veganism, and other meat-free diets often paint a horrifying 

picture of meat processing. Such groups speak of slaughter houses and factory farms, 

embellishing their claims with pictures of baby animals and extreme cases of poor living 

conditions. Personally, I believe everyone’s beliefs should be respected, whether developed from 

religious, personal, or some other standpoints; however, I do think it is important for the whole 

picture to be presented. Most importantly, everyone should be aware of the importance of meat 

in a person’s diet to promote of a healthy lifestyle.  

 In the U.S., there are approximately 2 million farms. Eighty percent of these are small 

farms, and the majority of those small farms are family owned. I consider myself to have grown 

up around this kind of family-owned small farm. Unlike the stories my grandparents told me as a 

child, I did not wake up at the break of dawn every morning to milk the cows or feed the 

animals. I never collected eggs from a chicken coop or cleaned out a horse stall. But I have had 

my fair share of early mornings in the summers helping out driving the tractor, hauling hay, 

spraying mesquite trees, working cattle, bottle feeding calves, and anything else my two sisters 

and I could do to help out my dad and grandfather. 

For the last 60 years, my family has raised cattle for beef production in Anson, Texas. 

My memories paint a slightly different picture than what a lot of the media portrays today. I look 

back and see green fields sprinkled with healthy herds of cattle. I remember walking across my  
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backyard to the barn in the evenings to bottle feed calves with my parents and sisters. As I grew 

older, my dad taught me more about the process of raising cattle. I helped brand and give shots, 

and feed and plow the fields the cattle would graze. One of my favorite things about growing up 

as a farmer’s daughter, which still applies today, is eating home-grown beef.  

 Research has shown that a healthy amount of beef in a person’s diet not only supplies 

benefits such as heart health, muscle and bone development, and weight management, but it also 

provides high protein and essential nutrients that many people may lack. According to a 

document on beefnutrition.org, beef is a good source for 10 essential nutrients, two of which are 

iron and choline, two nutrients commonly lacking in women and children.  

 A 3 ounce serving of lean beef usually has about 154 calories. Any plant-based meat 

alternative used to fulfill the same amount of protein in a person’s diet would have twice as 

many calories. Furthermore, the Texas Beef Council states that beef helps keep us full longer due 

to the high amount of protein, which curbs hunger. If that’s not enough to convince you, studies 

show that high-protein diets can help control blood sugar, a huge benefit for people with type-2 

diabetes.  

 The beef industry will have to continue to grow, revitalize and modernize in some ways 

in order to feed the rapidly growing world. However, I think it’s safe to say that the 80 percent of 

small, family-owned and operated farms will hold true to their origins. As surely as there will be 

cotton fields in Lubbock, there will be green fields scattered with cattle all over the U.S. to not 

only feed us, but to keep us healthy.  
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Biography 

M.T. Spraberry: A Lifetime of Achievements 

Eighty-two years’ worth of lines etch across the face of the cattleman. Marion Thomas 

“M.T.” Spraberry has seen hard times in his years, but more importantly, he has known success 

and pride for his accomplishments. Though his bones have grown weak and his skin a little less 

thick, the life of a cattleman is all he has ever known.  

He continues to follow the routine he has known since he was a young man, new to the 

cattle business; however, after several illnesses and surgeries, M.T. has made some changes to 

his habits. He drives through the fields, checks his cattle, and hauls bales of hay and feed to the 

delight of the hungry, anxious animals. Then, he makes his way home to his loving wife, 

thankful for his son and the work he has taken over. 

M.T. was born in Anson, Texas, Feb. 5, 1929, eight months before the great stock market 

crash of ’29 to Buford “Boots” and Loesta Spraberry. 

“I always figured that my dad was sure glad to see me,” M.T. joked, in light of the 

financial crisis on which he reflects. 

M.T. grew up on a farm with his parents and older brother Bufford Charles “B.C.” At a 

very young age, M.T. was taught to take responsibility by working on the family farm. He 

recalled pulling a horse drawn plow on the farm as an elementary school boy.  



“It was a different time back then,” M.T. recollected as he described his living conditions. 

“My dad had a scar on his arm,” he said. “Oh, I quizzed him about that. He said, ‘One night I felt 

something in the bed and it was a big ole’ rat that bit me on the arm.’ He said he jumped out of 

bed and the rat ran off. And that was the house I grew up in.” 

As a young man, M.T. drove a tractor for his father in the summers for one dollar a day. 

In one particular summer, he made $60 and bought his first heifer. The heifer died giving birth to 

her first calf. 

“I’ve thought a million times, my gosh, that should’ve been an omen to me,” M.T. 

exclaimed with laughter. “But that’s how I got interested in the cattle business. That’s how I got 

started.” 

After graduating high school in 1947, M.T. rented his own piece of land and began 

farming cotton until the beginning of the Korean War. With his friends being drafted to the war, 

M.T. decided to volunteer his services. Only a few days after enlisting in the United States Navy, 

he departed on a train to San Diego for boot camp. He then spent two years in Pearl Harbor as an 

aviation mechanic.  

“I walked into that big ole’ hanger with the big airplanes they were working on. That was 

the closest I’d been to an airplane, and they made me an airplane mechanic,” M.T. said with a 

laugh. “But I got along really well. We had a lot of fun down there.” 

After around four years in the service, M.T. was discharged, and he went back to Anson 

to farm with his father. It was not long after that when he met his bride-to-be, Doris Burton. M.T. 

said the first year of their marriage was extremely challenging. A drought made it impossible to 

farm or run cattle, so M.T. drove a truck and took an agriculture class at night.  



“I’ve spent my life just waiting for one more rain,” M.T. said. 

Soon, M.T. and Doris welcomed their first son, Burt, and Joel soon after. At that time, 

M.T. relocated his family to a ranch in Cisco, Texas. 

“I was taught another lesson there,” M.T. said. “I bought a bunch of cattle to put on that 

land, and it was a different land than I was used to. After I found out how much of a mess it was 

to farm in that country, I sold it.” 

M.T. then moved his family back to Anson and established himself in the cattle business. 

His boys both helped run the family operation, but his youngest son, Joel took a liking to the 

business. Upon his graduation of high school, Joel put in his own hand at farming and raising 

cattle.  

As M.T. grew older, Joel had his own family and took on more and more of the 

responsibilities of the business. M.T. had suffered a heart attack, open heart surgery, and cancer, 

which resulted in the removal of one of his kidneys. However, he said his sicknesses did not stop 

him from doing what he had grown to love-raising and trading cattle.  

In 2005, the father and son pair decided to put their assets together to form MTS Cattle 

Company.  

“We formed the corporation and I went to work,” M.T. said, “and I made money, mainly 

because I had money to work with.” 

  Unfortunately, M.T.’s health was still a problem. With more heart troubles came more 

surgery, and he was not able to run the corporation like he used to.  



“When I got sick, I told the boys, ‘I’m not going to be able to do this. You know what the 

operation is, so here it is.’ And I just turned the business end over to Joel and let Burt do the 

tractor work and help Joel with the cattle.” 

Five months of hospital stay and a major open heart bypass surgery later, M.T. 

miraculously made it home. His recovery was a strenuous, long process, but he said he was 

determined to be well enough to at least perform some of the duties he was used to, and before 

long, he was back in his pickup, checking cattle every morning and helping Joel where he could. 

M.T.’s wife described him as the hardest working person you could imagine. She said 

that not many people understand cattle the way M.T. does, except for maybe his son, Joel, and he 

contributes everything he knows to his father. 

When asked what accomplishments he is proud of, M.T. grew silent. The look in his eyes 

said his mind was in a faraway place, or perhaps replaying memories in his mind.  

“I’m proud to be alive,” he said. “I’m not supposed to be. But, I think I’ve had a good 

life. We’ve had some setbacks and all that kind of stuff, but we’ve learned from them. I’m proud 

of what we’ve accomplished.” 
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